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Introduction

It was Sir Winston Chrchil who said once “In war you can be killed only once, but in politics
many times.”  Nobody has proven this true more than Benjamin Natanyahoo as he forms his new
Israeli cabinet.  In fact, he predicted back on June 13, 2021, when he was defeated, that he would
be back and he did.  This is Mr. Netanyahu's sixth government since the first one he formed back
on June 18, 1996, making him, by far, the longest serving prime minister in Israel’s history.  This
is a remarkable achievement for a man who is besieged by legal problems, and in the fiercely
competitive Isralie politics.

The intent of this article is not to examine how Mr. Natayahoo manages to beat the odds and stay
in power for so long despite his many problems.  It is rather to focus on the peace prospects with
the palestinians  now that he formed the most right-wing government in Israel history with some
partners who never hide their desire to expel all palestinians out of the west bank let alone
recognize a palestinian state.

The new Israeli cabinet
Natayahu was able to form his new government when his Likud party announced an  agreement
with far right politician Itmar Ben-Gvir, head of the Jewish Power (Otzma Yehudi) party.  He
was named National Security minister as part of this agreement.

Ben-Gvir is the disciple of a racist rabbi Meir Kahane, who was banned from parliament and
whose Kach party was branded a terrorist group by the United States before he was assassinated
in New York in 1990.  Ahead of Israel's Nov. 1 election, Ben-Gvir grabbed headlines for his
anti-Palestinian speeches and stunts, including brandishing a pistol and encouraging police to
open fire on Palestinian stone-throwers in a tense Jerusalem neighborhood (1.)

Mr.Ben-Gvir (47) is an extremist who had faced dozens of charges of hate speech against Arabs
and was known to have a portrait in his living room of Israeli-American terrorist Baruch
Goldstein, who massacred 29 Palestinian Muslim worshipers and wounded 125 others in Hebron,
in the 1994 Cave of the Patriarchs massacre.  It is said that he removed the portrait after he
entered politics (2.)  In 1995, after Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin signed the Oslo Accords
peace agreements with Palestine, Ben-Gvir threatened Prime Minister Rabin, stealing the hood
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ornament from Rabin's Cadillac and saying, "we got to his car, and we'll get to him too." Rabin
was assassinated by another right-wing extremist two weeks later.  And as a lawyer, he is known
for defending Jewish radicals on trial in Israel (3.)  He has also called for the expulsion of Arab
citizens of Israel who are not loyal to Israel (4.)  In 2007 Ben-Gvir was convicted in  of racist
incitement and support for Kach, a group on the Israeli and U.S. terror blacklists, wants to grant
legal immunity to Israeli soldiers who shoot at Palestinians, deport rivals whom he accuses of
terrorism and end Palestinian autonomy in parts of the occupied West Bank (5.)

Itamar Ben-Gvir

Ben-Gvir first entered parliament in 2021, after his Jewish Power party merged with the
Religious Zionism party. Ben-Gvir's closest political ally, Religious Zionism leader Bezalel
Smotrich, conducted separate negotiations with Likud to be appointed as the new finance
minister, after failing to get the defense portfolio (6.)

Mr. Bezalel is so controversial even to other Israelis.  For instance, on his arrival in Great Britain
in February 2022, the Board of Deputies of British Jews tweeted him, telling him to go back
where he came from (7.)  In July 2015, Smotrich caused controversy by declaring in a Knesset
Interior meeting that developers in Israel should not have to sell homes to Arabs. The meeting
took place following accusations that Galil Homes refused to sell homes to Arabs in Ma'alot, a
northern Israeli town. Smotrich defended the developer, saying that, "Anyone who wants to
protect the Jewish People and opposes mixed marriages is not a racist. Whoever wants to let
Jews live a Jewish life without non-Jews is not a racist." He added that Jews are the ones
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deprived in Israel because "they don't get free land in the Negev", a reference to Bedouin. "I
believe in God's words. I prefer that Jews make a living and wouldn't sell a house to Arabs” (8.)

Bezalel Smotrich

Opponents argue that elevating a Jewish supremacist — once suspected of terrorist activities and
long openly hostile to the security collaborations with the Ramallah-based Palestinian Authority
— to the head of the Israeli army (as he initially and vigorsly demanded) , would plunge an
already combustible security crisis in the West Bank into an all-out war.

Smotrich, in the end, did not receive the Defense Ministry, but he did get a win. He and his
radical bloc members, who have championed once fringe ideas like annexation of the West Bank,
the expulsion of “disloyal Arabs,” and the establishment of new protocols enabling Israeli
soldiers to shoot at Palestinian stone throwers, will have unprecedented control over the West
Bank at a time of spiraling tensions (9.)

At the end Natayahu formed his new government on November 15 and it consisted of 30
ministers.  Of course the birth of the cabinet was not that easy as usual in Israel with many
partners in the coalition and the fierce competition for ministerial portfolios.  Nevertheless, it
was an easier birth compared to previous attempts to form a government in Israel by designated
leaders including Mr. Natanyahu himself.  This time, it is believed that Mr. Natanyahu was



somehow desperate to form such a government as his only opportunity to avoid a trial, and
possible conviction for corruption.

Of course not everyone was celebrating the forming of this new government.  In fact some have
sounded the alarm bells.  The Los Angeles Times reported that this government will represent a
new foreign policy headache for the Biden Administration as Israel forms its most right-wing
government ever.  It added that dealing with the Netanyahu-led government will pose major
challenges for the Biden administration, which desires a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and broader acceptance of Israel in the Arab world.  And with controversial political
figures known for their extreme anti-Arab views, likely dooming any peace deal with
Palestinians.  Meantime republicans in the U.S. who are eager to cast themselves as true friends
of Israel are sure to question any Biden administration criticism of the new government.
Netanyahu and the GOP have grown closer over the past decade, undermining decades of
bipartisan support for Israel (10.)

Given this concern, the Biden administration reiterated its position of a strong relationship with
Israel.  Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Sunday the U.S. will not shrink from its
unwavering support for Israel despite stark differences with Prime Minister-elect Benjamin
Netanyahu and concerns the Biden administration may have about potential members of his
incoming right-wing government.

Speaking to a left-leaning group that some on the right accuse of being too sympathetic to the
Palestinians and Iran, Blinken said the United States will remain a stalwart friend of Israel even
as it pursues goals that Netanyahu has opposed, including a two-state resolution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and a restoration of the languishing 2015 Iran nuclear deal.

But, Blinken also warned that the U.S. would object to policies that marginalize the Palestinians
or make a two-state resolution more difficult and would be detrimental to Israel's long-term
security or future as a Jewish democratic state.

"We expect the new Israeli government to continue to work with us to advance our shared
values," he said. "We will engage the government by the policies it pursues, rather than
individual personalities."

The partnership, he said, "has never been stronger than it is today” (11)

Internally, former Isralie prime minister Naftali Bennett complained bitterly in an essay at the
New York Times entitled “A Good-Will Government Was Possible in Israel '' the attempts by
Natanyahu to topple him and the course of this new government will take (12.)



Outgoing Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid, center, Benjamin Natanyahu, left, far-right Israeli
new finance minister Bexalel Smotrich, and leaders of Israel’s political leaders pose for group

photo after the swearing-in ceremony for Israeli lawmakers at the Knesset in Jerusalem on
November 15.  AP

Natayahus and the peace process

In this section, we will explore three aspects of Benjamin Natanyahu’s political performance
while he was in office.  These are how he dealt with the peace process during each of his five
times as a prime minister, his record of settlement building in the occupied territories, and finally
his military confrontations with the palestinians.

THE PEACE PROCESS

June 1996 to May 1999

Despite his stated differences with the Oslo Accords, Prime Minister Netanyahu continued their
implementation, but his Premiership saw a marked slow-down in the peace process.



Netanyahu first met Palestinian President Arafat on 4 September 1996. Prior to the meeting, the
two leaders spoke by telephone (13.)  The meetings would continue through Autumn 1996.  The
talks culminated on 14 January 1997, in the signing of the Hebron Protocol (14.)

The signing of the Hebron Protocol with the Palestinian Authority resulted in the redeployment
of Israeli forces in Hebron and the turnover of civilian authority in much of the area to the
control of the Palestinian Authority.

Bibi Natanyahu and Yasser Arafat

Eventually, the lack of progress of the peace process led to new negotiations which produced the
Wye River Memorandum in 1998 which detailed the steps to be taken by the Israeli government
and Palestinian Authority to implement the earlier Interim Agreement of 1995. It was signed by
Netanyahu and PLO chairman Yasser Arafat, and on 17 November 1998, Israel's 120 member
parliament, the Knesset, approved the Wye River Memorandum by a vote of 75–19. In a nod to
the 1967 Khartoum conference, Prime Minister Netanyahu emphasized a policy of "three no(s)":
no withdrawal from the Golan Heights, no discussion of the case of Jerusalem, no negotiations
under any preconditions (15.)
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left), U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright,
and Yasser Arafat at the Wye River Memorandum, October 1998

March 2009 to February 20013

In 2009, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton voiced support for the establishment of a
Palestinian state – a solution not endorsed by prime minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu
(16), with whom she had earlier pledged the United States' cooperation (17.) Upon the arrival of
President Obama administration's special envoy, George Mitchell, Netanyahu said that any
furtherance of negotiations with the Palestinians would be conditioned on the Palestinians
recognizing Israel as a Jewish state (18.)

During President Obama's Cairo speech on 4 June 2009 in which Obama addressed the Muslim
world, Obama stated, among other things, "The United States does not accept the legitimacy of
continued Israeli settlements." Following Obama's Cairo speech Netanyahu immediately called a
special government meeting. On 14 June, ten days after Obama's Cairo speech, Netanyahu gave
a speech at Bar-Ilan University in which he endorsed a "Demilitarized Palestinian State", though
said that Jerusalem must remain the unified capital of Israel (19.)  Netanyahu stated that he
would accept a Palestinian state if Jerusalem were to remain the united capital of Israel, the
Palestinians would have no army, and the Palestinians would give up their demand for a right of
return. He also argued the right for a "natural growth" in the existing Jewish settlements in the
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West Bank while their permanent status is up to further negotiation. Senior Palestinian official,
Sereb Ereket, said that the speech had "closed the door to permanent status negotiations" due to
Netanyahu's declarations on Jerusalem, refugees and settlements (20.)

In 2009, Netanyahu welcomed the Arab Peace initiative (also known as the "Saudi Peace
Initiative") and lauded a call by Bahrain's Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa to
normalize relations with Israel (21.)

The initiative offers normalisation of relations by the Arab world with Israel, in return for a full
withdrawal by Israel from the occupied territories (including the West Bank, Gaza, the Golan
Heights, and Lebanon), a "just settlement" of the Palestinian refugee problem based on UN
Resolution 194, and the establishment of a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital
(22.)

In August 2009, Palestinian Authority chairman Mahmoud Abbas declared that he would be
willing to meet with Prime Minister Netanyahu at the UN General Assembly, where Netanyahu
had accepted president Obama's invitation for a "triple summit", although he said it would not
necessarily lead to negotiations (23.)  Netanyahu was reported to be in a pivotal moment over
these understandings, that were reported to include a compromise over permission on continuing
the already approved construction in the West Bank in exchange for freezing all settlements
thereafter, as well as continuing building in East Jerusalem, and at the same time stopping the
demolition of houses of Arab inhabitants there (24.)  On 4 September 2009, it was reported that
Netanyahu was to agree to settlers' political demands to approve more settlement constructions
before a temporary settlement freeze agreement took place (25.)

In response to pressure from the Obama administration urging the sides to resume peace talks, on
25 November 2009 Netanyahu announced a partial 10-month settlement construction freeze plan.
The announced partial freeze had no significant effect on actual settlement construction,
according to an analysis by the major Israeli daily Haaretz (26.)  U.S. special envoy George
Mitchell said, "while the United States shares Arab concerns about the limitations of Israel's
gesture, it is more than any Israeli government has ever done" (27.)  In his announcement
Netanyahu called the move "a painful step that will encourage the peace process" and urged the
Palestinians to respond (28.)  The Palestinians rejected the call, stating the gesture was
"insignificant" in that thousands of recently approved settlement buildings in the West Bank
would continue to be built and there would be no freeze of settlement activity in East Jerusalem
(29.)

In March 2010, Israel's government approved construction of an additional 1,600 apartments in a
large Jewish housing development in northern East Jerusalem called Ramat Shlomo (30) despite
the position of the current U.S. Government that acts such as this thwart the peace talks between
Israel and the Palestinians. The Israeli government's announcement occurred during a visit by
U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden and the U.S. government subsequently issued a strongly worded
condemnation of the plan (31.)  Netanyahu subsequently issued a statement that all previous
Israeli governments had continuously permitted construction in the neighborhood, and that
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certain neighborhoods such as Ramat Shlomo and Gilo have always been included as part of
Israel in any final agreement plan that has been proposed by either side to date (30.)  Netanyahu
regretted the timing of the announcement but asserted that "our policy on Jerusalem is the same
policy followed by all Israeli governments for the 42 years, and it has not changed (32.)

Pelastenian president Mahmoud Abbs

In September 2010, Netanyahu agreed to enter direct talks, mediated by the Obama
administration, with the Palestinians for the first time in a long while (33.)  The ultimate aim of
these direct talks is to forge the framework of an official "final status settlement" to the
Israeli–Palestinian conflict by forming a two-state solution for the Jewish people and the
Palestinian people. On 27 September, the 10-month settlement freeze ended, and the Israeli
government approved new construction in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem (34.)

In May 2012, Netanyahu officially recognized for the first time the right for Palestinians to have
their own state in an official document, a letter to Mahmoud Abbas, though as before he declared
it would have to be demilitarized (35.)
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February 2013 to December 2014

In April 2014, and again in June, Netanyahu spoke of his deep concerns when Hamas and the
Palestinian Authority agreed and then formed a unity government, and was severely critical of
both the United States and European governments' decision to work with the Palestinian
coalition government (36.)  He blamed Hamas for the kidnapping and murder of three Israeli
teenagers in June 2014 (37)  and launched a massive search and arrest operation on the West
Bank, targeting members of Hamas in particular, and over the following weeks hit 60 targets in
Gaza (38.)  Missile and rocket exchanges between Gaza militants and the IDF escalated after the
bodies of the teenagers, who had been killed almost immediately as the government had good
reasons to suspect, were discovered on 30 June 2014 (39.)  After several Hamas operatives were
killed, either in an explosion or from an Israeli bombing, Hamas officially declared it would
launch rockets from Gaza into Israel (40) and Israel started Operation Protective Edge in the
Gaza Strip, formally ending the November 2012 ceasefire agreement (41.)  The prime minister
did a round of television shows in the United States and described Hamas as "genocidal
terrorists" in an interview on CNN (42.)  When asked if Gazan casualties from the operation
might spark "a third intifada", Netanyahu replied that Hamas was working towards that goal
(43.)

In October 2014 Netanyahu called criticism of settlements "against the American values", a
remark that earned him a sharp rebuke from the White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest, who
noted that American values had resulted in Israel receiving not only consistent funding but
protective technology such as Iron Dome. Netanyahu explained that he does not accept
restrictions on where Jews could live, and said that Jerusalem's Arabs and Jews should be able to
buy homes wherever they want. He said he was "baffled" by the American condemnation. "It's
against American values. And it doesn't bode well for peace. The idea that we'd have this ethnic
purification as a condition for peace, I think it's anti-peace. (44)”  Not long thereafter, Jeffrey
Goldberg of The Atlantic reported that the relationship between Netanyahu and the White House
had reached a new low, with the U.S. administration angry over Israel's settlement policies, and
Netanyahu expressing contempt for the American administration's grasp of the Middle East (45.)

As election day approached in what was perceived to be a close race in the 2015 Israeli elections,
Netanyahu answered 'indeed' when asked whether a Palestinian state would not be established in
his term. He said that support of a Palestinian state is tantamount to yielding territory for radical
Islamic terrorists to attack Israel (46.)  However, Netanyahu reiterated "I don't want a one-state
solution. I want a peaceful, sustainable two-state solution. I have not changed my policy. (47.)”
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March 2015 to May 2020

The strained relationship between Natanyahoo and the American Administration lasted to its
dying days.  On 28 December, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry strongly criticized Israel and
its settlement policies in a speech (48.)  Netanyahu strongly criticized both the UN Resolution
(49) and Kerry's speech (50) in response. On 6 January 2017, the Israeli government withdrew its
annual dues from the organization, which totaled $6 million in United States dollars (51.)

With the arrival of Donald Trump to the white house in January of 2017, a totally different phase
of Israli-American relationship has emerged which can really be described as the golden age, as
the cooperation between the two close allies reached historic levels.

During his only term in the white house, Mr. Trump canceled the nuclear deal with Iran, a
long-standing demand by Israel and championed so publicly by Natanyahoo.  He also ordered
what no American president has ever dared to do, the transfer of the American Embassy from Tel
Aviv to Juralism.  Finally, he recognized the annexation of the Golan Heights by Israel.  And in a
further move to integrate Israel within the middle east, he facilitated the normalization of Israel’s
relation with two Arab countries, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates,

May 2020 to June 2021

In January 2020, Netanyahu publicly supported Trump's Israeli-Palestinian peace plan for the
creation of the State of Palestine (52.)  The plan, officially titled "Peace to Prosperity: A Vision
to Improve the Lives of the Palestinian and Israeli People", was a proposal by the Trump
administration to resolve the Israeli–Palestinian conflict. President Donald Trump formally
unveiled the plan in a White House press conference alongside Israeli prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on 28 January 2020. The plan had been delayed by two years and previously rejected
by the Palestinians, who were not invited to the meeting (53.)

The plan was authored by a team led by Trump's son-in-law and senior advisor Jared Kushner
(54.)

Both the West Bank settlers' Yesha Council and the Palestinian leadership rejected the plan, the
former because it envisaged a Palestinian state (55) and the latter arguing that it was too biased in
favor of Israel.[1] The plan is divided into two parts, an economic portion and a political portion.
On 22 June 2019, the Trump administration released the economic portion of the plan, titled
"Peace to Prosperity". The political portion was released in late January 2020 (53.)

After tensions escalated in Jerusalem in May 2021, Hamas fired rockets on Israel from Gaza,
which prompted Netanyahu to initiate Operation Guardian of the Walls, lasting eleven days (56.)
As a result of the violence, at least 256 Palestinians, including 66 children, were killed (including
at least seven from friendly fire) (57.)  In Israel, at least 13 people were killed (58) including two
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children (59.)  The Gaza Ministry of Health reported that more than 1,900 Palestinians were
injured (60), and as of 12 May, at least 200 Israelis were reported to have been injured.

Discussion
From June 1996 when he was first elected till he was ousted in June 20121, Mr. Natayahu was
the prime minister for 14.9 years.  He was a finance minister in the Ariel Sharon government
from February 2003 to August 2005.  This means that he was part of a Likud government for
17.41 years, mostly as prime minister, the longest in Israel’s history and almost quarter of its life.

From the way it was illustrated above, the best way to describe Mr. Natayahu’s record in dealing
with the peace process in the middle east is that it is truly a “mixed bag” of influential elements
which include bold initiatives, moving forward with settlements building, insurrections, lengthy
negotiations, and an all out right wars.  The intent is to gather as much information as possible to
help forecast what he will do to move the process in light of his leadership of this new
government, the most right-wing in the jewish state history.

It is important to note that before becoming a prime minister, Netanyahu opposed the Oslo
accords from their inception. In 1993, he dedicated a chapter, entitled "Trojan Horse", of his
book A Place Among the Nations to argue against the Oslo Peace Process (61.)  During his term
as prime minister in the late 1990s, Netanyahu consistently reneged on commitments made by
previous Israeli governments as part of the Oslo peace process, leading American peace envoy
Dennis Ross to note that "neither President Clinton nor Secretary [of State Madeleine] Albright
believed that Bibi had any real interest in pursuing peace (62.)”

SETTLEMENT BUILDINGS
As far as the Palastenains are concerned, settlement building in the west bank (which are
considered illegal by the international community), remains the biggest obstacle to the peace
process and their ultimate goal of establishing their own state.

No doubt that settlement building was and still is a consistent policy of successive Israeli
governments, evident by the fact that as of January 30, 2022, the West Bank settlement
population is 490,493 Israeli settlers.  This section will only focus on Natayahu’s record on
building settlements in the West bank and Jerusalem (since Gaza has no more settlements, and
the Golan Heights are occupied Syrian territories)  since coming to power first in 1996.

In 1996 when Natanyahoo became prime minister, the number of settlers in the West Bank was
142,700 (62) -139,974 (63.) East Jerusalem: 160,400. By the time Natayahu left power in June
2021, about 700,000 Israeli Jews lived in settlements in the occupied West Bank and East
Jerusalem (64.)  This means that between 1996 and 2021, in which Bibi was mostly the prime
minister, the settler population in East Jerusalem and the West Bank minister more than doubled.

This trend continued to his last days in power;  “In comparison to the previous year, 2021
experienced an even higher rate of settlement units advancements in the West Bank and East
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Jerusalem (22,030), enforcing the trend of a continuously increasing settlement expansion on
occupied Palestinian territories. Adding to the exponentially high figures in 2021 were
particularly the advancement of settlement units in occupied East Jerusalem, which more than
doubled compared to the previous year, from 6,288 housing units to 14,894 (65.)”

The policy of settlement expansion is more likely to continue, and in fact it was a pledge from
Bibi during the last election campaign.  The Jerusalem Post reported the following:  “In an
appeal to right-wing voters, former prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged to support
massive housing construction in West Bank settlements if he regains his former leadership
position.”  The Post went on to state “In a campaign titled “Moving Eastward,” the Sovereignty
Movement is claiming that the best resolution to the housing crisis is to build in Judea and
Samaria. The declaration targeted in particular the route between Tel Aviv and the settlement of
Ariel, located deep within the Samaria region.  “Construction of thousands of housing units on
the Tel Aviv-Ariel thoroughfare will lead to a dramatic rise in the supply of land for construction
and to a significant drop in housing prices,” the declaration stated. Those who signed it pledged
to use all parliamentary tools at their disposal to ensure that such construction takes place,
particularly by changing regulations to ease the granting of settler building permits (66.)”

MILITARY CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE PALESTINIANS
In this section, we will review Natanyahu’s record of each of the years he was in power

As it was previously stated, Natayahu's first reign as a prime minister began on June 18, 1996,
and that year was particularly bloody even by Middle east standards.

On September 27, 1996, the New York Times reported the following; “Violent confrontations
between Palestinians and Israeli soldiers raged for a second day across the West Bank and spread
to the Gaza Strip on Thursday, leaving at least 39 Palestinians and 11 Israelis dead. Hundreds on
both sides were wounded.  It added “The most lethal clashes of the day were in the West Bank
city of Nablus and in Gaza.  In Nablus, six Israeli soldiers were killed when Palestinian
protesters and militia assaulted the Tomb of Joseph, a walled site used by Jewish nationalists for
religious studies, which remained under Israeli control when the surrounding city was turned
over to the Palestinian Authority.  In Gaza, Palestinian security forces and crowds attacked
Israeli settlements and army posts through the day. Twenty-five Palestinians were killed, and one
small Jewish settlement had to be evacuated (66.)”

By the end of 1996, 69 Palestinians and 4 Lebanese militants were killed by the Israeli security
forces, and an additional five killed by Israeli civilians. In the same period 41 Israeli civilians
and 34 members of the Israeli armed forces were killed by Palestinians.

During 1997, 18 Palestinians were killed by the Israeli security forces, and an additional five
killed by Israeli civilians. In the same period 31 Israeli civilians were killed by Palestinians.
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During 1998, 21 Palestinians were killed by the Israeli security forces, an additional seven killed
by Israeli civilians. In the same period nine Israeli civilians and three members of the Israeli
armed forces were killed by Palestinians.

During 1999, eight Palestinians were killed by the Israeli security forces. In the same period two
Israeli civilians and two members of the Israeli armed forces were killed by Palestinians (68.)

During 2009, operation "Cast Lead", launched near the end of the previous year by Israel,
continued until January 18. After 22 days of fighting, Israel and Hamas each declared separate
unilateral ceasefires. Casualties of the Gaza War are disputed. According to Hamas, they
included as many as 1,417 Palestinians including as many as 926 civilians. According to the IDF,
1,166 Palestinians were killed, and 295 were non-combatants (69.)  According to the testimonies
of three Guardian films, 1,400 Palestinians died, including more than 300 children (70) (431
Children (71.)

A pro Palastenain source stated that according to the data of the Israeli rights group B'Tselem,
nearly 3,500 Palestinian Palestinians have been killed in the attacks of the Israeli forces in the
occupied West Bank and besieged Gaza since 2009, when Netanyahu was the prime minister.  It
added that of the Palestinians who lost their lives in Israeli attacks, 799 were children, and 342
women.  It went on to say that Natayahu initiated two major operations against the Palestinians,
the first was “Operation Pillar of Cloud '' in 2012 and “Operation Protective Edge” attacks in
2014 against the Gaza Strip.  Furthermore, and also according to data from B'Tselem, 167
Palestinians lost their lives in Israel's 2012 attacks on Gaza.

The year of 2014 was one of the bloodiest years in Palestinian history due to the attacks Israel
launched on Gaza on July 8, under Netanyahu.  In addition, and according to a UN report, the
Israeli army hit Gaza with 6,000 airstrikes with nearly 50,000 tank and artillery shells for 50
days.

In Israel's attacks, 2,251 Palestinians, including 551 children and 299 women, were killed, more
than 11,000 people injured, and over 1,500 children left orphaned.

Palestinian authorities noted that 28,366 houses were damaged in the city, devastated especially
by airstrikes, leaving 3,329 houses completely and 23,445 partially destroyed.

Some 65,000 Palestinians were left homeless in Gaza, where infrastructure was badly damaged
due to the attacks (72.)

According to the United Nations Office for the Coordinations of Human AFFAIRS    (OCHA),
170 Palestinians and 26 Israelis killed in 2015

During 2016, over 200 Palestinians were killed by Israeli security forces, 130 of them while
allegedly carrying out attacks on Israelis.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of_the_Gaza_War


According to the UN, 1,462 Palestinian civilians, including 551 children, and 6 civilians in
Israel, including a child, were killed during the fighting in 2017.

A total of 295 Palestinians were killed and over 29,000 were injured in 2018 by Israeli forces.
This is the highest death toll in a single year since the Gaza conflict of 2014 and the highest
number of injuries recorded since OCHA began documenting casualties in the oPt in 2005.
Also, the Times Of Israel reported the following “B’tselem: Israel killed 290 Palestinians in
2018, most of them innocents (73.)

In 2019. A total of 137 Palestinians were killed, 135 by Israeli forces and two by Israeli settlers.
28 children were killed, 26 boys and two girls.

In 2020, B’Tselem reported that Israeli security forces killed 27 Palestinians, seven of them
minors: one in the Gaza Strip, 23 in the West Bank [including East Jerusalem] and three inside
Israel (74.)

In 2021, the last year of Natanyahu’s reign in the prime minister office (till June of that year),
violence continued unabated and at least 256 Palestinians, including 66 children, were killed
(including at least seven from friendly fire) (75.)  B'tselem had higher numbers and claimed that
2021 was the deadliest since 2014 in which n 2021, Israeli security forces killed 313
Palestinians, including 71 minors: 236 in the Gaza Strip, 232 of them during Operation Guardian
of the Walls; and 77 in the West Bank (including East Jerusalem). Three other Palestinians were
killed either by armed settlers or by soldiers who were escorting them; another Palestinian minor
was shot by an Israeli civilian and later by Border Police officers; and two Palestinians were
killed by armed settlers.

Nine Israeli civilians, including two minors, were killed by Palestinians, six of them by rocket
fire from the Gaza Strip during Operation Guardian of the Walls. Three foreign nationals were
also killed by rockets. Two members of the Israeli security forces were killed by Palestinians
(76.)

The above numbers of casualties on both sides are indeed horrifying and would reflect the
colossal task of bringing the two sides into negotiating a lasting peace.

Conclusions
As was stated above, the focus of the this article was to examine future prospects of the piece
process in the middle east in light of the return of Benjamin Natanyahoo to power leading the
most right-wing government in Israel’s history and with highly controversial figures who are
openly hostile to any compromise to the palestinians.

Knowing, as was illustrated in his dealing with the Palestinians in his long history as prime
minister, that he was never that enthusiastic in that regard, it is really hard to imagine that a
breakthrough will take a palace, and the prospects for peace are grim, and given the nature of the



upcoming government, military confrontation is the more likely scenario.  These conclusions are
further enforced by the following facts;

1- Natayahu is facing major legal problems in Israeli courts and he needs all the help he can get
to avoid going to trial.  It is, therefore, highly unlikely to antagonize his partners in the
government for the sake of moving the peace process forward.  It was widely believed that he
pushed so hard to win the premiership and to accept the conditions of his coalition partners so
that he could form a government which would be his vehicle to avoid any legal problems.  It is
also important that Mr. Netanyahu is now 73 years old

2- Mr. Natanyahu is under no pressure, at least for now,  to move forward with the peace process
given the fragmented state of the Arabic countries in general and the Palestinians in particular.
Arabs on one hand are preoccupied with their feud with Iran (which has its own set of internal
problems), and the possibility of a renewed american-driven nuclear deal, which is as much
opposed by Natanyahu.  Palestinians, on the other hands, are still bitterly divided between two
governments governments in Gaza and the west bank, with no no common vision or approach to
future negotiations with the Israli side

3-  It is highly unlikely for the new Israeli government to face any pressure from the USA now
that the midterm election is out of the way which left the Biden administration in a weaker state
after losing the control of congress to the Republicans.  In addition, the race to the whitehouse in
2024 has already begun and it is inconceivable for any declared candidate like Trump, or other
hopefuls to antagonize the powerful jewish lobby to pressure Israel to negotiate with the
palestinians.  Finally, and as stated above, U.S. officials have expressed concerns about the
possible positions in Netanyahu's government of at least two right-wing Israeli politicians:
Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich.

Based upon what was listed above, it is the strong belief of this writer that a breakthrough is not
in the offing.  However, there is still hope of some sort of initiative down the road.  This is due to
the fact that Mr. Natayahu is now 73 years and this could be his last opportunity to be Israel
prime minister and maybe he would like to solidify his legacy as the country’s longest serving
prime minister with a bold initiative towards the palestinians.  History has shown us many times
before, this can be possible.  One can argue that his right-wing partners who are vital to his
survivability as a leader of the government will tie his hands.  But again, history has shown us
that this could be possible also.  When Menachem Begin formed his government on June 21,
1977 against all expectations, it was widely expected that his Likud party would be extremely
difficult to deal with and highly unlikely to have any peace initiative with his Arab neighbors.
Yet a hardliner like Begin achieved the Camp David accord with Egypt which included the
dismantling of all settlements in the Sinai and the withdrawal of  the Israeli army from the
peninsula despite strong resistance from the settlers who occupied the 18 settlements there (77.)



A similar scenario took place in 2005 when Aerial Sahron the war hero and staunch Zionist who
was idolized by the Israeli settlers took the brave decision to evacuate the Gaza strip. It was
implemented in August 2005 and completed in September 2005. The settlers who refused to
accept government compensation packages and voluntarily vacate their homes prior to the 15
August 2005 deadline were evicted by Israeli security forces over a period of several days (78.)
As a result, Sharon was branded as a traitor who abandoned the basic zionist cause of the settlers,
but he went ahead and fully implemented his plan.

A group of residents refuses to evacuate the Israeli settlement Bedolach. August 17, 2005

In their book “Be Strong and of Good Courage: How Israel's Most Important Leaders Shaped Its
Destiny“,Dennis Ross and David Makovsky, argued that the “Modern Israel's founding fathers
provided some of the boldest and most principled leadership of any nation. Now Israel needs
their example more than ever.  At a time when the political destiny of Israel is more uncertain
than at any moment since its modern founding, ``Be Strong and of Good Courage celebrates the
defining generation of leaders who took on the task of safeguarding the country's future.”
Adding that “David Ben-Gurion, Menachem Begin, Yitzhak Rabin, and Ariel Sharon were all
present at the creation of the new nation in 1948. Over the next sixty years, each experienced
moments when the country's existence was directly imperiled. In those moments, Israel needed
extraordinary acts of leadership and strategic judgment to secure its future, and these leaders rose
to the occasion. The strength they showed allowed them to prevail (79.)

The two authors who published the book in 2019 did not include Bibi Natanyahu who was a
prime minister at that time.  In his review of the book and his subsequent discussion with
Ambassador Dennis Ross, Gary Rosenblatt, NY Jewish Week stated that Netanyahu comes up
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for discussion in the last chapter of the book, which looks to Israel’s future. He is credited with
effectiveness “in dealing with threats as well as opportunities with the Arabs,” but faulted for
years of equivocation with the Palestinians, leading Israel on a path to a binational state, Ross
and Makovsky fear. They view that prospect as a disaster since it would force Jerusalem to
choose between being a Jewish or a democratic state.  Ironically, as Israel remains in political
paralysis, and with Netanyahu facing the extreme prospects of remaining prime minister or
possibly going to jail, he still has the opportunity to propel himself into the category of
Ben-Gurion, Begin, Rabin and Sharon. Not by making peace with the Palestinians but by
avoiding foreclosing that possibility in the future. That would necessitate stepping aside and
allowing a unity government to be formed, saving his country — and himself — from the
nightmare and embarrassment of a prime minister governing while under indictment.  Finally, he
asked “Is Bibi Netanyahu finally prepared to put the country before self?  (80), a question we are
all waiting for to be answered.

Nadum Jwad* is a freelance political writer who lives in Windsor, Ontario, Canada
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